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(iii) to findout their techniques of checks and counter-checks designed to
keep the disintegrating forces under their Firm control facilitating the
establishment, expansion and consolidation of their power in India.
In the transfer of power fr^n the natives to foreign company, the
Zamindars of the region played a decisive role after the death of the first
Nizain in 1748, Therefore, the present study traces the relations between the
important Zamindars of the Northern Sarkars with the English East India
Company from the founding of Hyderabad State in 1724 to the final transfer
of these Sarkars with full rights of accession to the Company in 1823.
The Sarkars of Chicacole, Ellore, Rajahmundry Murtizanagar and
Mustaphanagar roughly conforming with the present districts of Srikakulam,
Vizianagaram, East & West Godavaries, Krishna and Gratur were brought
under the control of the Nizam, Asaj Jah I, v* ho founded the Hyderabad State
taking the advantage of the weak centre at Delhi. The Zamindars of these
Sarkars, to name a few prominent ones, the Zamindars of Bobbih,
Vizianagaram, Peddapuram, Pittapuram, Nuzivid enjoyed virtual
independence from 1707 to 1724. The first Nizam had to take drastic steps
to bring all of them under his control through one of his able commanders
Anvaruddin assisted by one, Rustum Khan, an energetic subordinate. Biit the
death of the Nizam in 1748 was followed by a war of succession involving
the French and the English companies. These rivalries ended in favour of the
English by 1759 with the extinction of the French influence on the Eastern
Coast with the help of the Zamindars of Vizianagaram.
After the English could clear the coast off their arch enemies, the
French, they designed to get these Sarkars from the Nizam for whatever the
price. The English entered into friendly relations with the important
Zamindars of the region by helping them in theii inland trade and providing
them with the supplies of ammunition. The English won over the Nizam's
deputies and other chief functionaries of the court with costly presents in
order to influencing the Nizam to oblige to their request for the grant of these
Sarkars.
In fact, the region was so strategically important besides the economic
considerations, that Nizam Ali Khan, the then Nizam, was not willing to part
with it under any circumstance. On the o&e hand, he was pleading for the
English help against the Marathas for which he was prepared to accept any
alternative proposal. Meanwhile, the English mflnagp.fi to obtain a Firman
from the Mughal Emperor in 1765 granting these saikars to the English
company knowing fiilly well that it was infractuous as the Nizam held an